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This time last year | was reporting on an uncertain future for Rain or Shine Theatre who were
surviving off scraps, to the point where they might disappear off the theatrical radar altogether.
A horrifying prospect indeed. But against the odds, they have pulled themselves up by their
Regency bootstraps and continue to entertain audiences all over Britain. In their latest offering,
She Stoops to Conquer meets Whitehall farce in Richard Sheridan’s 18™-century comedy of
manners The Rivals, a highly amusing period piece that once again showcased the diverse talents
of this Longlevens-based company.

We were treated to some exceptionally strong role portrayals, as each of the 5-strong cast
invested their characters with considerable gravitas. Emily Harverson sparkled as wealthy heiress
Lydia Languish, the incomparable Anthony Young showed that, far from playing the show’s
stable anchor, he could also up the ante when a few occasional heated exchanges boiled over.
Amid much sparring, Charles Upton and Adam Wright capably filled in the blanks as Captain
Absolute and Sir Lucius O’Trigger respectively.

If there’s one thing you can always guarantee with a Rain or Shine production, however, it’s a
large side-order of histrionic, hooray Henryism (or Henriettarism). Move over Lady Bracknell,
enter Pippa Meekings as the grandoliquent and guffawing Mrs. Malaprop who was simply
hilarious in this legendary role. She even sounded a tad Mrs. Miggins-ish of Blackadder pie shop
fame, and I'd swear we even heard a hint of Barbara Woodhouse late on.

| wonder also if Sheridan ever considered the subtitle Much Chasing in the Cotswolds, given
how long this indefatigable cast spent racing around the stage, despite the absence of any
French windows. Even the audience got in on the act early on, whooping in anticipation and not
just at The Great Gillian Cooper Joke.

On this balmy August evening, with fans flapping nineteen to the dozen, it appeared that last
year’s prayers had been answered. Jonathan Legg’s animated production of this Bath-based
bonanza gave me the hydrostatics (well, almost). I'm already looking forward to their
forthcoming winter tour, so stand by for Agatha Appleton and the Peril of the Pyramids. Things
are deservedly looking up for Rain or Shine, and | left with a genuine sense of optimism for their
immediate future.
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