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"his Restoration classic is one that
can Rival the best at Lytham Hall

Rain or Shine overcame a long journey to p

Exactly 250 years after
The Rivals first opened at
Bath’s Theatre Royal, Rain
or Shine Theatre Company
skilfully captured the
insular social expectations
which characterise
Richard Sheridan’s
enduring comedy of
manners.

The Lytham audience
listened intently toa
play famed for its comic
mispronunciations, as the
five-strong cast revealed a
plot of tangled, failed and
concealed relationships.

Attractive castumes
by Jayne Meekings help
to paint the picture and
the old-school device of
holding up a board with
the setting of each scene

The audience
takes to
Anthony Young
who is first class
as Sir Anthony
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helps tomaintain the pace
ofalengthy play.

Itis tothe credit of the
director Jonathan Legg
that the extravagant Mrs
Malapropisonly one
part of strong ensemble
playing.

Emily Haverson,
making a pleasing
professional debut,isa
feisty Lydia Languish,
whilst Charles Upson as
adashing Captain Jack
Absoluteis crisp and
audible in his speaking.

TheRivalsis a play
of wordsrather than
dramaticactionandit
isimportant, therefore,
that the cast augment
the verbal wit with
slightly exaggerated but
significant poses and
postures —the cocking of
ahead, therolling of the
eyes, the all-in-a-line-
peering-in-the-same
direction. Highly effective
nuances throughout.

The audience takes to
Anthony Young —a pillar
of Rain or Shine~-whois
first class as Sir Anthony
Absolute,alanded
gentlemanwhoisinturns
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doddery, rakish, irascible,
brisk and confused: his
dictionis superb.

Adam Wright doubles
up effectively as Lydia’s
hopeful Irish suitor Sir
Lucius O’'Trigger and Mr
Faulkner, Jack’s friend,
whilst Pippa Meekings
produces a tour de force as
Mrs Malaprop.

She harrumphs,
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Ascene fromRainor Sﬁine Theatre Compéﬁy’s broduction ofThé Rivals

simpers and roars,
fluttering her fan'
demonically. She slows as
she declaims the famed
mispronunciations

and takes care always
toremain a believable
character.

The cast deserve
every congratulation
onsustaining sucha
quality performanceona

ut on a sparkling version of RB Sheridan’s comedy
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sweltering evening after
atortuousjourney from
Gloucester.
The touring troupes

of Shakespeare’s day,
travelling in a horse-drawn
wagon, may have reached
Lytham more quickly
and would have admired
this fine production. The
Lytham Hall audience did.

Francesca Coupland




